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unheard’.2	Nevertheless,	while	 Roy’s	 statement	 seems	 to	 encapsulate	many	 of	 the	 issues	
raised	by	 sex	worker	 rights	 activists,	 it	must	 be	pushed	 further.	 This	 is	 because,	 as	Alana	
Massey	has	noted,	‘[T]he	problem	with	offering	a	voice	to	the	voiceless	is	that	the	voiceless	
often	turn	out	to	be	far	more	capable	than	their	spokesmothers	expect’.3	With	this	in	mind,	
this	 paper	 seeks	 to	 expand	upon,	 and	 contribute	 to,	what	 is	 sometimes	 seen	 as	 an	over-




Through	 an	 exploration	 of	 the	 way	 in	 which	 both	 theory	 and	 the	 voices	 of	 the	
‘voiceless’	 relate	 to	 the	 laws	 and	 legal	 reforms	 surrounding	 the	 rights	 of	 sex	 workers	 in	




must	 also	 refuse	 to	 be	 seduced	 by	 the	 ‘romance	 of	 negativity’. 5 	Instead,	 feminist	 legal	
theorists	must	constantly	question	which	brand	of	feminism	the	law	is	deaf	to,	and	in	turn	
















Legal	 deconstruction	 is	 utopian,	 much	 like	 decriminalisation	 and,	 although	 it	 is	
important	to	be	idealistic	in	what	is	pushed	for,	romanticism	does	inflict	harm.	Consequently,	
while	 this	 paper	 is	 grounded	 in	 deconstruction	 theories,	 especially	 newer	 models	 of	
deconstructive	 approaches	 to	 law	 such	 as	 Dean	 Spade’s	 ‘Critical	 Trans	 Politics’,6	it	 is	 also	
informed	 by	 intersectional	 methods	 like	 Yuval-Davis’	 ‘transversal	 politics’. 7 	It	 is	 this	
theoretical	basis	that	allows	this	paper	to	argue	that	there	is	definitely	room	to	agree	with	














groups	 and	 individuals.10	This	 is	 particularly	 poignant	 as	 it	 returns	 to	 the	 ‘who’	 question	
touched	upon	previously.	The	vast	percentage	of	sex	workers	neither	want	nor	need	total	
deconstruction,	 and	while	many	 do	 campaign	 for	 decriminalisation,	 they	 largely	 do	 so	 in	





















laws	 that	 regulate	 sex	work	 in	 the	UK	 and	 the	 regular	 violence	 that	 is	 inflicted	 upon	 sex	
workers	structurally,	culturally,	and	directly	as	a	consequence.13	It	will	then	return	briefly	to	
the	 theoretical	 element	 of	 this	 discussion	 simply	 to	 provide	 some	 clarification	 of	 the	
multifaceted	ideas	that	this	paper	is	based	upon.	From	this	vantage	point,	the	relationship	of	
this	theory	to	legal	practice	moving	forward	will	be	analysed,	with	the	final	section	providing	





it	 is	 sometimes	 a	 necessary	 precondition	 to	 reaching	 other	 goals,	 and	 at	 a	








to	 others	 is	 analogous	 to	 key	 theorists	 on	materialist	 feminism	 and	 sex	 work	 such	 as	 P.	

































reported	 to	 the	 National	 Ugly	Mug	 [NUM]	 scheme	 every	 month’,20 	and	 sex	 workers	 are	



















eighteen	 times	 more	 likely	 to	 be	 murdered	 than	 women	 of	 similar	 ages,	 races,	 and	
ethnicities. 21 	Based	 on	 what	 is	 known	 about	 the	 low	 reporting	 of	 violent	 crime	 against	
women,22	it	 is	also	reasonable	to	assume	that	NUM’s	figures	are	possibly	underestimated.	
Nevertheless,	while	it	is	undeniable	that	there	is	a	deep	patriarchal	violence	ingrained	in	much	










of	 sex	work	 is	 incredibly	 confused	 and	 the	more	 recent	 amendments,	 namely	 the	 Sexual	
Offences	Act	2003,	have	done	little	to	improve	this.	
Although	 the	 act	 of	 selling	 sex	 is	 not	 fundamentally	 illegal,	 the	 vast	 majority	 of	

































































say	 that	 this	 is	 what	 they	 choose	 to	 do;	 and	more	 importantly	what	 they	 need	 to	 do	 to	








those	who	have	 either	 been	 trafficked	or	 coerced.34	Yet	 the	 figures	 speak	 for	 themselves	
regarding	 the	 supposed	 successes	 of	 this	 project.	 SCD9	 has	 organised	 two	 large-scale	
protection	operations,	entitled	Operator	Pentameter	One	and	Two,	whereby	raids	took	place	
throughout	 London.	While	 a	 total	 of	 822	 raids	 were	 conducted	 over	 the	 course	 of	 both	
operations,	only	167	possible	victims	of	trafficking	or	coercion	were	identified,	and	out	of	the	
528	 individuals	 who	 were	 initially	 investigated,	 only	 five	 were	 found	 to	 be	 guilty	 of	
trafficking.35	Moreover,	while	only	eleven	trafficked	victims	were	identified,	in	the	process	of	
the	raids	seventy-six	women	were	charged	with	breaking	brothel	laws;	which,	as	previously	






















































































in	 question,	 in	 this	 case	 the	 sale	 of	 sex,	 continues	 to	 be	 rooted	 in	 controlled	 patriarchal	

















In	 spite	 of	 this,	 I	 question	 what	 total	 11ecriminalization	 without	 legal	 reforms	 actually	
proposes	in	the	way	of	protecting	those	who	experience	said	violence.	It	is	vital	to	remember	
that	 sex	 workers	 are	 not	 simply	 discriminated	 against	 by	 the	 law,	 but	 also	 by	 deeply	
entrenched	negative	viewpoints	and	stereotypes.	While	 it	 is	one	 thing	 to	understand	 that	
there	 are	 fundamental	 oppressions	 in	 existence	 within	 the	 law,	 as	 many	 who	 promote	
11ecriminalization	do,	there	is	little	that	this	view	can	concretely	offer	those	who	reside	in	
the	periphery	such	as	those	who	are	persistently	exploited,	and	those	who	wish	to	exit	sex	






It	 is	 the	 supposition	 of	 this	 paper	 that	 an	 intersectional	 approach	 to	 reforming	 the	 laws	
around	 sex	 work	 in	 England	 and	 Wales	 is	 the	 best	 way	 to	 avoid	 disengagement	 and	













There	 are	 of	 course	 flaws	 with	 intersectionality	 and	 these	 largely	 stem	 from	 the	
reliance	 on	 categories.	 For	 example,	 Nina	 Lykke	 urges	 the	 importance	 of	 avoiding	 ‘black-
boxing	the	concept	(of	intersectionality)	by	always	contextualising	and	situating	it’.47	Yet	it	is	
my	contention	that	in	recent	years,	intersectionality	has	emerged	and	distanced	itself	from	
the	 overt	 reliance	 on	 categories;	 nowhere	 is	 this	 more	 evident	 than	 in	 Nira	 Yuval-Davis’	
approach.	 Drawing	 upon	 L	 McCall’s	 taxonomy	 of	 intersectionality48 	which	 highlights	 the	
existence	 of	 three	 ‘types’	 of	 intersectionality	 -	 the	 Intracategorical	 approach,	 the	
Anticategorical	approach,	and	the	Intercategorical	approach	–	Davis	advocates	for	one	that	












offering	 specialist	 services	 for	 individuals	 in	 (sex	work)’.50	Furthermore,	as	Rosie	Campbell	
notes,	 ‘any	 force	 cannot	 say	 they	 have	 adopted	 the	Merseyside	Model	 until	 they	 take	 a	



























the	 general	 population	 recoils	 at	 hate	 crimes.	 The	definition	would	help	 to	 form	opinion,	
which	 is	 a	 must’.54	Even	more	 significantly	 there	 have	 been	 qualitative	 improvements	 in	
Police-sex	worker	relationships	and	prosecution	of	perpetrators.	In	the	first	eighteen	months	
‘there	was	a	400%	increase	in	the	proportion	of	people	giving	consent	to	share	full	details	
with	 the	police’.55	Moreover,	 there	 is	 now	 ‘an	eighty-three	percent	 conviction	 rate	 for	 all	
cases	going	to	court	(including	violence	and	sexual	assault)’.56	






that	 refusal	 to	 pay	 did	 not	 violate	 consent. 58 	Furthermore,	 it	 is	 possible	 to	 return	 to	

















individuals	 are	 forced	 to	 conform;	 they	 are	 forced	 to	 fit	 into	 the	 box	 of	 a	 victim	 and	 the	
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